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1. IN SHORT, CRISIS DESCRIBED REFTEL HAS PASSED. 

2. TWO ISSUES HAVE CAUSED MONDAY'S LONG DEADLOCK IN THE MILITARY 
WORKING GROUP, WHICH HAS NOW BEEN IN CONTINUOUS SESSION SINCE 

1 100, IT BEING 2100 AS I WRITE FROM THE PALAIS. 

3. THE LESSER ISSUE BUT THE ONE THAT GOT FAHMY EXCITED SHOULD 
NEVER HAVE HAPPENED. THERE IS A SENTENCE IN THE PROTOCOL WHICH 
SAYS IN ESSENCE: "THE PROTOCOL WILL GO INTO EFFECT WHEN IT IS SIGN- 
ED". GIVEN THE FACT THAT EGYPT WILL SIGN AND ISRAEL ONLY INI- 
TIAL, ALL THE LAWYERS FROM HERE TO JERUSALEM HAVE BEEN HAVING A 
FIELD DAY. IS THE AGREEMENT IN EFFECT OR NOT IF ONLY ONE PARTY 
SIGNS? IT SEEMS TO ME THAT IT IS NOT, BUT IT IS A PROBLEM. IN 

ANY CASE, ROSENNE PRESSED THE EGYPTIANS FOR TWO HOURS THIS AFTER- 
NOON IN GAZIT S ABSENCE TO CHANGE THAT SENTENCE TO READ: "THE 
PROTOCOL WILL ONLY GO INTO EFFECT WHEN IT IS SIGNED BY BOTH PAR- 
TIES." THAT IS WHEN OSMAN CALLED FAHMY; FAHMY REPORTEDLY TOLD 
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POSITION WERE NOT DROPPED. GAZIT, WHO WAS PROVOKED WHEN HE RE- 
TURNED. HAS JUST ASSURED ME ROSENNE'S EFFORT IS BEING DROPPED. 

YOU DON'T HAVE TO LET YOUR IMAGINATIONS RUN VERY FAR TO PICTURE 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN OSMAN AND ROSEENE TANGLE. 

4. THUS THE TACTICAL SITUATION THAT CONCERNED FAHMY HAS PASSED. 
THE ISRAELIS WILL STILL STATE THEIR INTERPRETATION THAT THE AGREE- 
MENT WILL GO INTO EFFECT AFTER BOTH PARTIES HAVE SIGNED. AND THE 
EGYPTIANS WILL NOT LIKE THAT. BUT BY THAT TIME EGYPT WILL HAVE 
SIGNED. AND ISRAEL WILL HAVE INITIALED. THE EGYPTIANS HERE UNDER- 
STAND THE TWO INTERPRETATIONS. 

5. THE REAL ISSUE TODAY HAS BEEN THE STATUS OF EGYPTIAN CIVILIANS 
IN THE BUFFER ZONE. TO MAKE A VERY LONG STORY SHORT IN ORDER TO 
GET THIS TELEGRAM OFF, WE ARE NOW DOWN TO A POINT WHERE THE IS- 
RAELIS WANT A LETTER FROM MAGHDOUB TO SIILASVUO - INSTEAD OF MEN- 
TIONING THIS SUBJECT IN THE PROTOCOL - ADDRESSING THE LIMITS WITHIN 
WHICH LIFE IN THE BUFFER ZONE WILL BE CARRIED ON. AFTER A DAY OF 
TRYING TO GET THIS INTO THE PROTOCOL, THE ISRAELIS HAVE COME TO 
THIS APPROACH ONLY IN THE LAST HOUR. MAGHDOUB LIKES IT BETTER AND 
HAS JUST RECEIVED CAIRO'S APPROVAL BY PHONE. SO NOW ALL THAT HAS 
TO BE DONE IS TO DRAFT THE LETTER TO EVERYONE'S SATISFACTION* 

6. WORK WILL GO ON FOR SEVERAL MORE HOURS, BUT THERE IS AN UNDER- 
STANDING THAT THE SIGNING - INITIALING WILL TAKE PLACE FOUR HOURS 
AFTER WORK STOPS - WHENEVER THAT MAY BE - TO GIVE THE UN TIME TO 
FINISH THE DOCUMENTS. 

7. MY RECOMMENDATION TO AMB. EILTS IS TO TELL TAHMY I AM IN VERY 
CLOSE TOUCH WITH THE EGYPTIAN DELEGATION AND AM REPORTING THAT 
THE PROBLEM ABOUT WHICH OSMAN CALLED HAS NOW PASSED.DALE 
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